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rank, with an area of 173,000 square miles (nearly twice Great
Britain) and a population slightly exceeding 6,000,000.
Half of this territory is still covered with forests, which in turn
supply the timber needs of almost one half of the European
continent. These trees are cut down in the winter and allowed to
lie until after the beginning of spring. They are then dragged
over the snow to the nearest river and are dumped into the gorge.
When summer comes and the ice of the inland mountains begins
to thaw, the rivers, turned into torrents, pick up the logs and carry
them down into the valleys.
The same river which has thus far acted as a railway now
becomes the source of power for the saw-mills, which collect the
logs and turn them into anything desired, from a match-stick to a
four-inch plank. By this time the Baltic has become free from ice,
vessels can once more reach the different parts of the western coast,
and the finished wood products, which thus far have cost very
little, except for the wages of the lumbermen and the mill-hands,
are now entrusted to the sailing-ships and steamships, which carry
them to English and other foreign ports.
These vessels serve a twofold purpose. They would be obliged to
return in ballast unless they could pick up some sort of return
cargo. Often they are unable to charge much for these return
cargoes, and as a result Sweden gets most of its imports at a very
reasonable rate.
The same system is followed in handling the iron ore which is of
such excellent quality that it is in high demand even in countries
which have ore deposits of their own. As the country is nowhere
wider than 250 miles, it is always comparatively easy to reach the
coast In northern Sweden, in Lapland near Kiruna, and Gallivara
there arc immense deposits of iron which Nature for some
mysterious reason has planked down there right on the surface of
the earth in the form of a couple of low mountains. In the
summer the ore is taken to Lulea on the Gulf of Bothnia (the
northern part of the Baltic) and in the winter, when Lulea is
frozen fast, to Narvik in Norway, which, due to die North Atlantic
Drift, remains open all the year round.
Not far from these iron deposits lies one of Sweden's highest